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The investment clock

has started

In recent years one can see a major change in the
look at the urban transport in Katowice. Numer-
ous investments and projects are already under im-
plementation. What effects will those actions have?
At the transport issue we look in a comprehensive way
and focus on so-called sustainable transport, which
cares about the interests of all traffic participants —
pedestrians, bicycle riders, public transport users,
but also drivers. The implementation of planned ac-
tions within the nearest years will bring percepti-
ble improvement in the quality of life via a possibil-
ity of safe and efficient movements in the city, using
various modes of transport, mutually integrated and
creating a single and sustainable system.
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So perhaps, one at a time: what will the city au-
thorities do in the interest of those, who use the
public transport in Katowice?

Transfer nodes originate, which so far did not ex-
ist in our city. We plan as many as eight such in-
vestments. The first of them, in Ligota, is already
under construction and the first travellers will
be able to use it next year. Moreover, we plan sim-
ilar tasks in Brynéw and Zawodzie (will be com-
pleted in 2019), and in Podlesie, Piotrowice, Ko-
stuchna as well as in $w. Jana and Sadowa streets.
The last of them will be dedicated to long distance
journeys, including international ones. Their con-
struction means a number of benefits for travellers.
The most important of them is a possibility to get
quickly to the city centre, to save time and to re-
duce the fuel costs. In addition, the transfer nodes
will become and incentive to use the public trans-
port and, what is not less important, they will con-
tribute to the reduction of the number of vehicles
on the roads, resulting in reduced noise, exhaust gas
emission and traffic jams.

How such a node will look like?

Depending on the location the transfer node will
enable using various modes of transport according
to the door to door principle. For example — to the
node in Ligota it will be possible to drive an own car,
which we will leave in a car park, and to the city centre
we will get within a few minutes by train or by bus.
The nodes in Brynéw and Zawodzie, due to the loca-
tion, will service trams instead of trains. Each of the
planned nodes will comprise also passenger service
points and also park&sride car parks.

Appropriate connections are important to encour-
age people to use the public transport. Are any so-
lutions planned in this field?

Obviously. Parallel to the infrastructural invest-
ments we plan the construction of a new tram line
to the south of Katowice. Now we have already
awarded contract to prepare the design documents,
worth PLN 1.8 million. The awarded bidder will
have the time till the end of 2018 to prepare the
detailed design and to estimate the cost of the new
line construction and to prepare the complete doc-
umentation. That means that the clock, measuring
the time for this investment implementation, has
already started. The city together with Tramwaje
Slaskie company plans to start the new tram line
in 2020. Moreover, the plans include also a tram
link between Gliwicka and Chorzowska streets,
along Grundmana street, which will also substan-
tially improve transport in the city.

And what about vehicles? Albeit Ikarus buses have
finished their carrier in the city, but the technol-
ogy has strongly moved forward.

We count on modern solutions. At the end of last year
30 modern Solaris buses, equipped with USB charg-
ers, free Wi-Fi, and also heating, air conditioning and
anumber of other facilities for passengers, entered the

Visualisation of planned transfer nodes. Top — transfer
node in Zawodzie, bottom — transfer node at Sqdowa
street

city streets. Next year we will expand the fleet in Ka-
towice by electric buses. Till the end of 2018 we will
have as many as 20 such vehicles.

What other innovative solutions are to be imple-
mented in Katowice?

The Katowice Intelligent Transport Management
System will be deployed by 2020. We have already
started the first bidding procedures, which will allow
to introduce this new quality to the streets of Ka-
towice. On the one hand the system assumes pri-
oritising public transport vehicles at intersections
with traffic lights (on tram lines and on main bus
routes), and also dynamic provision of information
to drivers at selected locations, including by means
of Variable Message Signs, directing to alternative
routes (e.g. in the situation of closing the tunnel
under the gen. J. Zigtek Roundabout) or providing
the parking information in relation to park&ride
car parks within transfer nodes. All those invest-
ments are obviously interrelated and their imple-
mentation will change the situation on Katowice
roads in a realistic way.

Can the drivers moving in Katowice count on the
improvement to the road infrastructure?

Two important places on road DK 81 will be recon-
structed on the Katowice road map. Bidding proce-
dures are ongoing for those tasks, worth more than
PLN halfa billion. What is important — for their im-
plementation we have raised as much as PLN 450

million of financing — due to which more funds will ®
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© remain in the city budget for other tasks. ese in{ InKatowice PLN 60 million have been planned for new

vestments implementation will result in a numbgr PiCycle tracks in 2017. Photo: Katowice, J. Kochanow
e . skiego street (intersection with Jagiello ska street)
of bene ts and facilities. We want to accomplish two
objectives. Firstly, we will separate the internal tra £8,000 residents have registered in the network. Ka-
from the transit one, and secondly — we will makewice inhabitants are willing to use the city bike sys-
the tra ¢ smoother in two Katowice transport bot-tem, which comprises as many as 35 stations in the
tlenecks, one of them is situated at the intersectioity area. We belong to leaders of Polish cities de-
of A4 motorway and DK 86, hence the junctionveloping the bicycle networks. eir number in the
of the highest tra ¢ volume in Poland. A smoothcountry slightly exceeds 30. | am glad that in our es-
tra c of vehicles is more environmentally friendlytablishing metropolis also other municipalities cre-
because it allows to reduce the emission of exhaistsimilar networks of bicycle rental companies. Be-
gas and of noise, and also allows to save the drigatsse of that it will be soon possible to ride a city bike
time. e implementation of the two projects will throughout the entire conurbation.
also increase the transport accessibility not only for
residents of Katowice and of the region, but also of &o will Katowice face many positive changes?
eas situated at further sections of roads DK 91 aw will face a real transport revolution in the city.
DK 86. So we refer to pro ts both from economicAlthough during the investments implementation
and social point of view. In the context of the Silewve shall expect changes in the tra ¢ organisation,
sian metropolis establishment we refer also to them convinced that after the works completion all
factor strongly improving the competitiveness of ougsidents will experience a huge positive change.
entire region. Moreover, on a current basis we c&le strongly focus on the development and promo-
ry out actions aimed at improving the quality of liftion of the public transport. We started the work
in the city. | am glad that many of those investmemin the transfer centre in Ligota, bidding procedures
projects can be implemented with the support of efor investments in Zawodzie and Brynéw are ongo-
ternal funds, like the EU grants. ing, and our plans comprise as many as eight such
investment projects. Another good news is the ac-

At the beginning of our talk you have classi ed quisition of funds on the S dowa node, which will
a bicycle as an important element of sustainablebe dedicated to all residents of the metropolis, which
transport system. Why? will depart for longer journeys — both domestic and
Every year Katowice is a city more and more frierabroad. e implementation of those investments,
ly to bicycle riders. We invest major funds in the eand also the creation of new bicycle tracks paral-
pansion of infrastructure for them. is year we ardel to the expansion of the bike rental stations sys-
going to spend approx. PLN 6 million to creatéems or the purchase of modern buses, will change
11 km of new bicycle tracks. | am very glad thahe transport image of the city — the tra c will
our strategy works, to make that bicycles will fullbe smoother, the number of residents using the pub-
both recreation and transport role in Katowice. islic transport and single-track vehicles will increase.
is shown by gures — the city bike system in Katoe residents bene ts will include the saved time and
wice has been used more than 120,000 times, dudl, and also the reduced noise. ”
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